
South Australia produces a diverse range
of food that is sold domestically and around
the world.
This bulletin is the first in a series highlighting the important
contribution food plays in South Australia's export performance.
The bulletins will include up to date ABS export figures,
highlighting the contributions each of the food sectors make
to SA's total exports and highlighting any important trends.

Each edition will seek to give a brief overview of one food
sector and the key products that make up the sector totals.
Market conditions, competition and key challenges will be
highlighted to provide further context to the raw data. The first
sector to be profiled is seafood.

These brief reports are designed to give a snapshot of SA's
export food industries. The Market Intelligence Unit of the SA
Food Centre is preparing a series of more detailed Market
Summary reports on SA's food sectors. The completed reports
are available on the www.safoodcentre.com.au website.

We hope you find the bulletins informative and we would
welcome any comments or suggestions for future editions.

Regards,

Market Intelligence Unit

SA Food Sector Exports – 12 Month Rolling Average
ABS Cat No 1307 - unpublished
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SA Exports By Sector 12 months to June 2009
Total $9.5 billion (-8% from previ ous year)
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Feature - Seafood
Products – SA and Australia
South Australia is a major seafood exporter and accounts for
34% of Australia’s seafood exports. Major export products
from SA include Bluefin tuna, lobsters and abalone. These,
along with prawns, are the largest export products from
Australia.

Over the last five years, Australian seafood exports have been
declining, with abalone, prawns and WA lobsters all seeing a
decrease in export value. In contrast, South Australia’s exports,
despite annual fluctuations have been trending up. In 2008/09,
declining value of Bluefin tuna sales were largely offset by
increasing prices of lobster exports and growing exports of
fish and oysters. SA seafood exports in 2008/09 declined 2%
from the 2007/08 total.

Markets
Major markets for Australian Seafood include Hong Kong,
Japan, USA, China, Taiwan and Singapore. 93% of South
Australian seafood exports are currently sold to two markets,
Japan (bluefin tuna) and Hong Kong (lobster and abalone).

SA Bluefin tuna is sold in the discerning Japanese market,
where it largely competes with Japanese and Mediterranean

tuna. Declining seafood consumption and tough economic
conditions in Japan have seen the value of sales decrease
from previous years. Lobsters are Australia’s largest seafood
export product, with Western Australia the largest supplier
selling to a range of markets including Hong Kong, USA,
Japan and Taiwan. SA lobsters are largely sold live in Hong
Kong where they have been attracting a growing price premium.

In recent years, South Australian seafood exports to Spain
and Greece have dropped due to decreased prawn exports
to these markets. Prawn exports to Japan have also declined.
World aquaculture production of prawns is large and increasing,
placing price pressure on SA’s premium wild caught prawns
in export markets. In 2004/05 nearly 70% of SA prawns were
exported, but SA prawn exports have fallen and only 2% of
production was exported in 2008/09.

SA fish exports to Europe (UK, France, Germany and others)
are increasing. South Australia’s sustainable and well managed
aquaculture and wild catch production is valued in these
markets and may provide opportunities for export development
for a range of South Australian seafood products.

SA aquaculture production of oysters and mussels is increasing,
and while most sales are currently in the Australian market,
export markets are also being developed in markets including
Hong Kong and Singapore.
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